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which form so important a part of the general stream of Sen-
sation. Some of these may emerge into distinct recognition.
We may feel the heart "beat, the intestines move, the glands
secrete; anything unusual in their action will force itself on
our attention.
" What we have "been long used to," says Whytt, " we
become scarcely sensible of; while things which are new,
though much more trifling, and of weaker impression, affect
us remarkably. Thus he who is wont to spend Ms time in
the country is surprisingly affected, upon first coming into a
populous city, with the noise and bustle which prevail there :
of this, however, he becomes daily less sensible, till at length
he regards it no more than they who have been used to it all
their lifetime. The same seems to be the case also with
wiiat passes within our bodies. Few persons in health feel
the beating of their heart, though it strikes against their ribs
with considerable force every second; whereas the motion of
a fly upon one's face or hands occasions a very sensible and
uneasy titillation. The pulsation of the great aorta itself
is wholly unobserved by us; yet the unusual beating of
a small artery in any of the fingers becomes very re-
markable."
7. A large amount of sensation is derived from the mus-
cular sense, yet we are not aware of the nice adjustments of
the muscles, regulated by this sensibility, when we sit or
walk. "No sooner are we placed in an exceptional position,
as in walking on a narrow ledge, than we become distinctly
aware of the effort required to preserve equilibrium. It is
not the novelty of the position which has increased our sen-
sibility; that has only caused us to attend to our sensations.
In like manner, the various streams of sensation which make
up our general sense of existence, separately escape notice
until one of them becomes obstructed, or increases in im-
petuosity. When we are seated at a window, and look out at
the trees and sky, we are so occupied with the aspects and
the voices of external Nature, that no attention whatever is
given to the fact of our own existence; yet all this while
there has been a massive and diffusive feeling arising from